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of the 



Armistice Day 
of the American Revolution 



at 



Ringwood, Passaic County, New Jersey 



Wednesday, April 19th, 1933 



at 3:00 P. M 
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PROGRAM 

Assembly on Lawn before Manor House 

(Sounded by Revolutionary Bell in Chimney, followed 

by Bugle Call) 

Grouping of Colors of Sons of American Revolution and Daughters 
American Revolution, Betsy Ross Flag, and American Flag. ' 

Salute to the Flag 

Star Spangled Banner- — Assemblage 

Address of Welcome — Isaac A. Serven 

Musical Selection — Yankee Doodle 

Greetings from Daughters of American Revolution: 
William Paterson Chapter, Mrs. Marion E. Inglis 
Garret A. Hobart Chapter, Mrs. Edward H. Cotterell 
Passaic County Historical Society, Charles E. Dietz 

Mus ! cal Selection— Revolutionary 

Address— John 0. Benson, President, Abraham Godwin Chapter, Sons 
the American Revolution 
viusical Selection 

Robert Erskine and the Ringwood Iron Mines- 
America — Assemblage 

Taps ' 
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Objects of Interest about Ringwood Mar*' 




Manor House-stands a few rods north * 

House of Robert Erskine Latter was Pl™W* ^he Ramapos," 
Revolution. Claudius Smith's outlaws, the Co ™y , ot 17 1 ^ Six hun- 
committed worst robbery of Erskine's home m March 1780 bix nun 
dred Continental dollars, jewelry, and silverware weie stolen. 

Old Mansion House probably stood until 1807 whe* tit J*as de- 
molished and replaced by westerly end of present Manoi House. « g 
claimed that a British marauding band burned the former 
the Revolution and that the westerly end of the present stiuctuie was 
erected at that time. This is extremely doubtful. 

At stone gate near millpond is a pre-Revolutionary house, used for 
long time as a church. 

Old mill forge and stamping mill building exist in shape of a ho ^ 
and dairy at some distance of manor house. The crushing plant ana 
sorting bins now serve as the stable. 



4. Old barns constructed of rubble are Revolutionary. 

5. Site of Irishtown — field beyond garden where number 
lived during Revolution in seven or eight houses. 



of Irish families 



Magazine Lot, west of house, is 
was stored during Revolution. 



where building stood in which powder 



marched 



settlers, 
and his 



7. Slave quarters, torn down, were behind present Manor House. 

8. On flat in front of house, a regiment of 3000 men formed and 
to Yorktown. 

In graveyard, southwest of house, are buried Indians, early 
and troops who died during Revolution; also Robert Erskine 
clerk. 

■ 

Bell in chimney of Manor House — from old furnace — summoned men in 
times of danger and fire. 

11. Horse mounting block — dates from Revolutionary days. 

12. Chain on terrace — manufactured at Ringwood, part of shore anchoring 
chain that was laid across the river at West Point. 

13. Hammer and anvil — forged chain and blooms at old forges. 

14. Old Well — said to have been dug by Robert Erskine. 

15. Old Cannon — from Constitution. Used as one of main guns in fight 
with Guerriere. 

Wheel shaft and wheels — used to produce power for operation of 
furnaces and forges. 

The baffle bars and plates are from the Midvale and Hewitt furnaces, 
dated 1837. The U bars are from the Midvaic furnaces. The heavy 
bar is from the Wanaquee Furnace and was the support over the tapping 

hole. 

18. Ponds in front of Manor House — puddling pools. 



Famous gates at Ringwood: 

On little hill off end of house — -old gates of Columbia College. 

Those between stone piers in front hedge — from the As'tor's house in 



from Middle Dutch Re- 



33rd Street, New York City. 
Three gates at entrance to vegetable garden- 
formed Church in New York which was used by students of Kings 
College (now Columbia). Alexander Hamilton clung to one of these 
gates as he harangued crowd at beginning of Revolution. 



Objects of Interest about Ringwood Manor 

(CONTINUED) 

20. The large pots are for boiling the maple sap and scalding hogs; the 
scales for weighing them. 

21. Mortar — used in capture of Vieksburg and Island No. 10. 

22. Double row of trees on each side of road in front of Manor House were 
planted by Mrs. Ryerson in honor of the Peace of Ghent, following War 
of 1812. 

23. Mines: 

Revolutionary Iron Mine is in the hills northwest of the Manor House. 
Not accessible. 

''Cannon Mine" is southwest of the House at some distance. Not 
accessible. 

Present Iron Mine is beyond the hill west of the Manor House. Ac- 
cessible. 

24. Native negroids, sometimes known as "Jackson Whites," are descended 
from Delaware Indians with a mixture of white and colored blood. 



VISITS OF GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON AT 
RINGWOOD DURING AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

June 5th and 6th, 1779 — when British recaptured Stony Point. 
Probably Oct. 2, 1780 — day Surveyor-General Robert Erskine died. 
January 26th to 28th, 1781 — when mutiny occurred at Pompton. 
March 29th and 30th, 1782 — with Martha Washington. 
April 19th and 20th, 1783 — Armistice Day of American Revolution. 



CTHER FAMOUS VISITORS AT RINGWOOD DURING THE REVOLUTION 

It is impossible to list all of the notable characters in American History 
who have visited Ringwood. It was in a secluded place on important high- 
ways leading from West Point, Kings Ferry, and Morristown. The visits of 
many of these men were necessarily cloaked in secrecy. 

Many of the important oificers of the American Army during the Revo- 
lution stopped at Ringwood. General Greene laid out the road from this 
place through Tuxedo. The American General Howe and his officers spent 
January 2G, 1781 here when they suppressed the mutiny at Pompton. 

On December 19, 1780, the Marquis de Chastellux, second in command 
of the French Army in America, stopped here and enjoyed a glass of Mrs. 
Erskine's excellent Madeira wine. 

Some of General Burgoyne's captured British officers and men passed 
through Ringwood in 1777. A Maior later transmitted information to the 
en^my concerning certain maps of Erskine which he saw while in the house. 

General Lincoln, Secretary of War, met General Washington here on 
April 19th, .1783, the Armistice Day of the American Revolution, and con- 
ferred with him the following morning concerning the release of British 

prisoners. 
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This section was a popular camp 
site and hunting ground of the In- 
dians. They knew about the iron 
ore in the hills. An early settler, 
named Board, who was interested 
in mining and owned an estate at 
Little Falls, gleaned this informa- 
tion from the Red Men. He pur- 
chased a vast mountainous tract in 
the Ringwood section and began 
operations. Much wood in this vi- 
cinity provided the charcoal needed 
for melting the iron ore. Furnaces 
and forges were built, and among 
the houses erected was a mansion 
house to the south of the present 
manor house. The iron was smelted 
and shipped to Acquackanonk Land- 
ing on the Passaic River and Dem- 
arest Landing (River Edge) on the 
Hackensack. 

Afterwards, a company in Lon- 
don, England, acquired the proper- 
ty. A German engineer, named 
Hasenclever, came here and 
much money improving the equip- 
ment and buildings. Due to con- 
tinued losses, he was relieved, and 
Robert Erskine, a young Scotchman, 
was sent hero as manager, together 
with his wife. He was a graduate 
of the University of Edinburgh and 
an engineer of ab ; lity, being a Fel- 
low of the Royal Society. Benja- 
min Franklin was well acquainted 
with him. 

When the Revolution broke out, 
Erskine espoused the American 
cause. He sold iron to the patriots. 
It was not long before he met Gen- 
eral Washington, who recognized 
his ability as a civil engineer and 
asked him to become Surveyor-Gen- 




eral. Erskine accepted, and mapped 
out many roads for the Continental 
Army hereabouts. His work enabled 
the Americans to often escape de- 
feat and win many victories. 

In September, 1780, Erskine con- 
tracted a cold while s Y V ,t ym f 'i 1 nw 
died on October 2nd of the follow- 
ing month. During the balance of 
the War for Independence, Mrs. 
Erskine served as a capable hostess 
to the American officers and others 
who passed through Ringwood, 
which was midway between Morris- 
town and West Point. 



Throughout the 
plies were stored 
hereabouts. This 
portant base that 



Revolution, sup- 
in the buildings 
was such an im- 
Washington for- 



bade reference to it in dispatches. 

After the war, the property fell 
into the hands of the Ryerson fam- 
ily. It is generally believed that 
the old mansion house was demol- 
ished by them in 1807, and the 
present Manor House built a few 
rods to the north of the old site. 
Since that time, the premises have 
been in the possession of the Cooper 
and Hewitt families. Peter Cooper 
carved two of the fire places with 
his own hands. Abram S. Hewitt, 
former Congressman and Mayor of 
New York City, gathered many of 
the objects of interest which deco- 
rate the grounds. His wife and 
daughter, Miss Eleanor G. Hewitt, 
laid out and planted the present 
gardens. 

Ringwood Manor is most attrac- 
tive from an historic, scenic, and 
artistic standpoint. 



MEMBERS OF COMMITTEE 




Isaac A. Serven 

, Edward H. Cotterell 
Miss Martha S. Doremus 
John O. Benson 
D. Stanton Hammond 
Robert Bristor 
Robert Brooks 



Marian Eastwood Ing'is 
Mrs. Charles B. Folley 
Mrs. Charles R. Sloat 
William H. Rauchfuss 
Martin Hogencamp 
Harold J. Adams 
Charles E. Dietz 
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